THE SAFS ANNUAL MEETING

TRANSPARENCY IS STILL THE PRIORITY

Bratislava, March 27, 2000  -  Last Thursday, on March 16, 2000, the SAFS Annual Meeting of the Slovak Association of Research Based Pharmaceutical Companies (SAFS) was held in hotel Perugia at Bratislava. Members of the SAFS evaluated the last year's activities and defined the main directions for activities in 2000 of the association which associates international pharmaceutical companies.

"As the most valuable result of our work in the last year we consider our intensive activity in preparing the Act on Rules of Treatment. The approval of the amendment of the Act on Rules of Treatment has established for the first time the procedure in the process of categorization, and makes the foundation of criteria for evaluation of drugs in this process. Application of this Act in practice will increase the transparency and objectivity in drug categorization, and moves it closer to internationally applied standards", said MUDr. Miroslav Lednar, the President of SAFS who was elected again for this position. "We will continue moving on the way started in the Act on Rules of Treatment, and focus our efforts to reach the necessary degree of transparency and objectivity in all decision-making processes within the frame of drug policy - starting with registration, pricing, through the reimbursement system, up to covering the costs of treatment and reimbursement of claims for the supply of drugs. For the time being, in Slovakia as compared with EU countries we have a lot to catch up, and we believe that thanks also to recent initiatives of the government aimed at purity and ethics in decision-making processes we will be able to cooperate with the Ministry of Health of the SR, Ministry of Finance of the SR, Ministry of Economy of the SR in improvement of the legislative environment", said MUDr. Lednar on SAFS priorities in 2000.

SAFS activities in the last year, along with internal membership areas, were focused primarily on the efforts aimed at cultivation of legislative environment in the field of health-service and drug policy. The SAFS was taking an active part in commenting process of the amendment of the Act on Rules of Treatment, mainly in the field of clear definition of transparent processes in categorization and determination of reimbursements for drugs. In the last year, the SAFS also managed to establish communication with responsible state administration authorities - the Ministry of Health of the SR, Ministry of Finance of the SR, Ministry of Economy of the SR, Legislative Board of the SR Government, Office of the SR Government and others. We believe that in the future, this communication will lead to deeper mutual understanding of complex problems of the drug policy and business matters of the drug market, and finally to the improvement of legislation.

In the near future, the SAFS will focus on implementation processes and rules defined in the Act on Rules of Treatment, as well as on improvement of Slovak legislation and its approximation to EU legislation in the field of intellectual property protection and patent protection.

In the last year, the SAFS was also engaged in educational and conference activities which culminated in the conference dealing with state budget risks for the health-service in 2000 which was held in November 1999.

For 2000. the SAFS is planning two professional conferences focused at intellectual property protection in the field of pharmaceutical industry and at legislative environment in the SR. The association will also continue the communication with professional and lay public.

SAFS Annual Meeting also adopted the innovated Ethic Code of the SAFS which takes account of the experience gained from the solution of individual cases submitted to the Ethic Commission in the past. The new, more detailed amendment of the Ethic Code of the SAFS defines the rules of ethic conduct of member firms in the field of marketing activities of pharmaceutical products, and will also serve to more effective settlement of complaints submitted to the SAFS Ethic Commission.

Additional information:

The SAFS associates 23 international research based  pharmaceutical producers  enterprising in the Slovak Republic. It was established in 1997 with the aim to support economical, legal and professional interests of its members. At present, its basic objective in the SR is to achieve that fair, rational and transparent criteria and procedures are adopted in the field of drug policy, primarily in the process of drug registration, drug categorization, determination of prices and reimbursement for drugs.
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