Press release
The SAFS Ethics Council Watching Over Marketing Activities of Pharmaceutical Companies

COMPLIANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF ETHICS  –

A PRIORITY 

Bratislava, 26 April 1999 – The objectives of SAFS, the Slovak association of research and development – oriented pharmaceutical companies include not only representation of interests of original pharmaceutical producers but also watching over the maintenance of ethical principles in sales promotion activities and marketing practice of its member companies. This task is within the responsibilities of the Ethics Council of SAFS, committed to the evaluation of complaints of violation, in pharmaceutical practice, of the Code of Ethic Rules of IFPMA, the international federation of pharmaceutical producer unions. Thus the Ethics Council is empowered to judge whether or not the marketing activities of individual SAFS members are in conformity with the principles of ethics, and urge upon violators to execute corrections.
The international pharmaceutical industry seeks to improve the state of health of all people by research and development of new drugs. At the same time the industry is duty bound to proffer accurate information and data on their prescription drugs to physicians providing health care. Sales promotion activities must meet rigorous ethic standards. Information must be provided objectively, truthfully and by suitable methods, and must also meet applicable statutes and regulations. Documents on indications of treatment and conditions of use must be based on valid scientific evidence and contain clear information on undesirable side effects and/or cases of contraindication. The information used in drug marketing must not be equivocal and should evoke no inaccurate or misleading perceptions.

In cases where pharmaceutical firms support public educating programs with the objective to meet growing requirements of society for enhancement of the general level of information and improved knowledge of the public in the field of prevention of diseases and available treatments the corresponding activities must be maximally accurate and support the mission of physicians.

Pharmaceutical firms should also refrain from offering inadequate financial advantages, including excessive entertainment, to physicians and other interested persons in efforts to influence them in the prescription of pharmaceutical products.

The SAFS Council of Ethics evaluates complaints put forward either by a member of the Association, by a health care professional, representative of the public or by a state servant or authority. The Council carries out such evaluation according to the already mentioned Code of Ethic Rules, and upon conclusion of its work informs both the “violator” and “proponent” of the complaint on the results of the evaluation. The applicable SAFS member company either accepts the decision and introduces corrective measures, or it may lodge an appeal. In the latter case the Council of Ethics reevaluates the appeal and informs the company and the proponent on its decision, along with a detailed explanation thereof.

In case of justified, less serious complaint, and of the first offence of the violating company, the Council invites the latter to issue written acceptance of the decision with a covenant to refrain from violation of ethic principles in the future, and to apologize to the proponent. Should the complaint prove justified, serious and a second offence, the Ethics Council would inform management of the parent company of the violator (e.g. the European head office), and invite it to accept the Council decision in writing, to provide for remedial measures, to abstain from repeated violation of ethics in future and to publicly apologize by methods specified by the Association.

The Ethics Council has six members, four of whom are members of the Association and two are externs, viz. a pharmacologist and a physician. The external members are nominated by the Ethics Council and approved by the SAFS general meeting. The Council chairman is a member of the SAFS Board of Directors, elected by that Board and approved by the majority of Association members. In case of a complaint relating to a member of the Ethics Council his personal participation in the evaluation process is not permitted. This mechanism should provide for objectivity in the assessment of applications, and exert major influence on the self-regulating system of marketing activities within the applicable company.

Supplementary information:

SAFS associates 22 supranational original research and development oriented pharmaceutical producers, executing business in the Slovak Republic. It was established in 1997 with the objective to support the economic, legal and professional interests of its members. Presently its basic objective in the SR is visualized as acceptance of fair, rational and transparent criteria and procedures in the field of drug policy, prevailingly in the drug registration, price determination and refund processes.
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